The Long HUE Home

David Lee Wilkerson
March 24, (958)

Awarded the Silver Star
Congressional Medal of Honor Pending

Hue - The old capital of Vietnam is pronounced “Way”




BATANGAN
" FENINSULA

R

HTGH: nANzas L

TA Dran - .
Vaz G szm:; ;

B A ]
, S‘gﬁ&é— ;Sﬂm WuiNhor
CL<\...§LBAN":_ P EENTRAL R

D1A \

)\\"s 1Phu | Tan
'\ip

Son Nhu“g i\

I = @ Adiles e

Gl Rz [ Firp L5007




The Bustle in a House
The Moming after Death
Is solemnest of industries
Enacted upon Earth -

The Sweeping up the Heart
And putting Love away

We shall not want to use again
Until Eternity.

- Emily Dickinson (1866)

By compiling therm,
T JCOW%&%& Heart”.

~ FoAnnn B. Witherson

Fune, 2003
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The other night in a restaurant
I saw o man eating peas with
s knafe, and it shocked me so
badly I dropped a whole handful
of mashed potatoes !
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( Happy Mother’s Day!)
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* Trying to rest between all the death from the mortars, the snipers,
the heat, the terrible smells, the ten-foot-tall elephant grass, the filth,
the grinding fatigue - David reads, “The Man Who Plays God” by St. John.
What an image!
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* The origina! of this letter is so dirty that it is barely readable. What
horrors he was enduring is unimaginable.
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I . . - . “f { a ¢l . -. | ' —AP ‘Nirephotd
| | . s Davied s (;r,ﬂngjvqm(
: Ram ) . )
Rough Gomg In I tet I- ~& clearing in the heavy foliage of Vietnam. The
A PARATROOPER of A Co., 101st Airborne Division,

‘copter pickup of wounded wasg in territory controlled
raises his arms to lead 1o @ medical evacuation heli-

by the North Vietnamese west of Hue, The _American
copter as fellow troopers help wounded buddies into . unit was on a five-day patrol, ’ .

* This compelling, tragic photograph by Arthur Greenspon of the
Associated Press is the most famed photograph of the entire
Vietnam War. Although the Lieutenant is reaching up to an
unseen helicopter, he could just as well be reaching up for
Divine Deliverance. Please note that it was David’s unit.
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* Note that David asks me to write a poem about him sometime
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Telepathy?

That Saturday morning, a letter arrived from David. I had not known
his new address and I was obsessed with writing him and getting it to the
post office before it closed at noon. I finished writing “the letter” sometime
around 11:30AM EST, tugged the garage door up out of the snow, drove to
the little Cheviot post office. When I arrived there, 1 found a line inside the
glass-fronted building with a postal clerk locking the front door saying that
fire regulations required that no more be allowed inside. 1 started crymg -
and he let me in to take my place in the line to get “the letter” weighed,

stamped and mailed. Look af the postmark.

I became so ashamed of having written “that letter” - all my previous
letters to him were cheerful and newsy. 1 wrote him another one - full of
hopes and plans for the future of himself and Billy. Check the postmark.

THEN, I got the awful call. Accounting for time zones, David was
going through the very fight that killed him on the other side of the world at
the exact time I was writing that terrible first letter . You explain.

These two letters to David were returned and stamped, “addressee
verified dead”.
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%, KY., SATURDAY, MARCH 30,

| Death
| Notice

T S )]

F'érmer Local
Gl Is Kiiled
in Vietnam

|

Word has been received here:
of the death of David Lee Wilker.~

son, 21, formerly of Earlington
and Madisonville, who was killed

Mareh 24 in Vietnam action.

Witkerson was the son of the

late Kerney Lee Wilkerson, wio
was killed in a mine accident at -

East Diamond mine in 1853, and

erson, who died Feb. 8 in West

. ! Palm Beach, Fla.

M¥rs, Margaret Kirkwood Wilk-'

The voung soldier was called'
home for the funeral of his moth-

er anpd had been back in acilon
only thres weeks when he was
killed, He was 2 member of the
101st Atrborne Division,

Sarviving are two brothers,

'; iRichard B, Wilkerson, Cocea,
Fla,, and Billy Wilkerson, West

Palm Beach, Fla,, 2nd a sister,

and .David Kirkwood, 342 Lake
8., Madisonville; four aunts,
Mrs. Patsy Chiasson, Thibadoux,
La.; Mrs., Lelia Fleenor and

I Miss Judy Wilkerson, West Palm !
" Beach; two grandiathers, Roy
i Wilkerson, 48 South Daves St

Mrs, CoraMeLemaore, bothof110 |

Kirkwood, West Palmm Beach,

Fla., and Conley G, Wilkerson,

Cineinnati,

! Boggess Blvd,, and Mrs, Aretia
‘8, Ligen, 43 South Daves, Madi.
- sonville:; and two uncles, Maurice

The body is being returned to

falm Beach, Fuperal plans are

" wWorthwood Funeral Homein West

incomplete. Wilkerson would :

have completed s Vietnam tour |
“lof duty in June,

from - Vietnam for the funeral

kerson, West Palm Beach and

DAVID LEE WILKERSON

G! Killed In Vietnam
Funeral services for David
Lee Wilkerson, 19, former Earl.
ington and Madisonville resident,
will bé conducted Monday at West
Palm Beach, Fla., with burial
in a cemetary there,

Wilkerson wasg killed March
24 in Vietnam actlon, He was
the son of the late Kernay Lee
and Margaret Kirkwood Wilker.
SOn.

Wilkerson was called home

of his mother on Feb. 9 and had
refurned to aetien in Vietnam
only three weeks before his death,
He would have completed his
Vietnam tour in June,

The bedy is at Northwood Fu-
nerzl Home in West Palm Beach,
Survivors include two brothers,
Richard B, Wilkersen, Cocoa,
Fla, and Billy Wilkerson, West
Palm Beachs a sister, Judy Wil-

fwo grandfathers, Roy Wilker.
son, 42 South Daves St, and Dave
Kirkwood, 342 Lake Si., Madison.
ville,

Rites Set Monday For |
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- 1._ TC 320, The following EHARDS are ennounced,

WILKERSON, DAVID L RA14969550 (sSﬁﬁ;'261—78~é752)-SfEOI&LIST-FGﬁR (B-4)

._ ' DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY '
Headquarters 101st Adrborne Division
. © APO San Fraucisco 96383 . _
GENERAL CRDERS - . A 15 June 1968

NUMBER 1499

- SEGTION T

“

THE SILVER STAR MED.L (POSTHUMOUS)

Company & 1st Batialion (Airborne) 327¢h Infentry APO San Franclsco 96228
“Awarded: - The Silver Star Medal (Posthumeus) = . . .
- Action Date: 23 March 1968 D R
- Theater: Republic of Vietnsm _ A . s
. Beasoni  For gallentry in action in the Republic of Vietnam on 23 Mareh 1968,
. - Speclalist Wilkerson's company was cutting & landing to med-evac an
injured man, and his platoon wias given a recen wmission to thoroughly . -
search the area to ths west before heading for higher ground, After . .
some contact with the enemy they moved onto slightly higher ground .
whers the point man ran into a well used trail, Speclalist Four - .0 .
Wilkerson, third platoon's machine gunner, was placed on ths high grouwd -
‘dooking west down the treil, At the foob of the high ground a foote o e
 bridge crossed the stream and continued on, The pletcon; set in gmd o
waited. Approximately 35 minutes after the platoon had set the linear -
© type ambush into position four North Vietnamesse Army Regulars; well . - e
 spaced out, came wallking down the trdil. scross the footbridge;f'f'“;,';c{;
Specialist Wilkerson waited until the lead man of the four enemy = '

soldiers was within 15 fest of his position before he opened fire en them, .
- The initial burst dropped the first thres enemy soldiers and the fouwrth. - .-
- tried to get back down the trail, ~Specialist Wilkerson then opemed up . - -
on him, and &t this peint three enemy soldiers staried %o fire and S

mansguver toward his poaitiong3-Specialist;Nilkersoﬁjpicked.up'his;machiné*-
cgun and through intense enemy sutomatic weapons fire began nanetivering
~ while firing on the enexmy soldiers,- With conplete ‘disregard fop his.® 0 -
-own safety he kept firing and silenced the automatic weapoms fire, ..o o7
g ‘On the following deyyi24 March 1968, the third platoon was moving -
west through véry.thidk”undergrbwth;_"ﬁs.the_compamy'movad.aluhg the second
- platoon, which wanﬁhe middlé;alémégt,'w&S'ﬁmbuShedﬂby_anfundstérminad;= N
size shemy force,'_Thefinitial'enemyébﬂrst”ﬁoundéd'thﬁ“SeCOBd;platqons} _;jj;
machine gunnsr and inmediately the call cafie for another wachine gun. = @ .
Almost-simulfanecusly-Spepialisiﬂﬁilkefsonuﬁiqkéd”up”his machine gun
~and made his;uay_thrbugh'an;inteﬂéé-hail:ofuegémy-automgtic weapons.
fire to the;pgiﬂt.Whe#efthefinitial:ccntactjyaévmade;-;Hafimmediately o

- began laying gown n base of fire covering the éntire area so the sscond -~

platoon could pull-badk'their_ybunded{perscnnel;:fﬁﬁecialisifwilkarson

© ¥ept firing and moving,-remainiﬁg.albhejand'exposéd, c6?ering'the”secéndj;ﬁ"_

- platoon's withdrawal watil he nimself~was killed by enémy gun fire, L

- His actions ere in keeping with the highest traditions of the military @ LC
service and reflect great credit Upon himself, his unit and the United .-

- States Army. . . o - o oL T P
Authority: By direction of the President of the United States under the provisions

~ofvan Act of Cengress established 9 July'1918. B a







A C‘ C; WI{KLF—SQW
3¢y !?“T—L -/{Am\.&
M J% "I"S‘u;'

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES - VIETNAM

570 N ,J_Aa
La Ve Gt

Qe O



1€ Towe by .
{ﬁ V@#N:t 2 Q"‘“‘/:'F




Ballad for David - March 24, 1968

A Butterfly with Fey on his wing
Fell to earth on the Fourth Day of Spring

(A soft anvil beat accompanies the reading)

West Virginia coal dust fell on his crib
West Kentucky coal dust dirtied his bib
White a love-filled daddy met hus fate
Under a slab of falling slate.

So the stoic mother of gothic pose

Made their living sewing other’s clothes.
Moved her brood to Palm Beach - West,
Stitchin® for the rich, the better dressed.
Bought her a house, ever so small -

That did just fine - all in all,

With dime-store dishes and bent-steel spoon
And a sewing machine in the livin’ room.
He seemed to thrive in their sunny climb,
Where the summer’s hot and the winter’s fine,
In termis shoes and a loose-tailed shirt,
The former full of sandy dirt.

Skin turned tan, legs grew long,

And odd jobs makin’ his muscles strong
For stealing bases, little-league style,
Football passes and runmn’ the mule.

If academic analyzing;

Less on study than socializing,

Slightly smart or slightly lazy,

Often drove his teacher’s crazy.

Under that squirming, kiddish lid

A wondering, thoughttul soul was hid.
Honored all nature, made things grow,
Loved the skies and the earth below.
Had an artist’s eye and an artist’s pen,
Yet doubted what he had within.




Part Two

The scene is changed, tum back the pages
To view a world where turmoil rages.

The Geneva Conference of fifty-four
(Much like the old Korean sore)

Divided a nation - North and South,

To halt the fire from the cannon’s mouth.
Yet red poison flowed beyond that gate
Under the tired guise “to liberate™.

The Southern government, hoping to stand,
Cried for America’s helping hand.

We sent them arms and technical advisors
(No dissenters then - just sympathizers)
Plus Special Forces of JF K.

Wearing their jaunty green barets.

Yet far beyond our first intentions

The conflict grew past all dimensions.
Honoring our word and solemn trust
Spills American blood on Asian dust.
Then one dark night in Tompkin Bay
(what really happened few can say)
“We’re under attack” the skipper shouted.
All believed, some later doubted.

From the facts we had at hand,

The commander was an honest man.
Reports were sifted all that night -

Then American bombers were put in flight,
Joinin’ homesick men, hard-bitten pack.
Many movin’ out - some comin® back.



Part Three

Long-legged kid of irrestible grin,
Wonder what he might have been.

Joined the troops of the 101st,

Floating through skies, quinchin’ the thirst
For adventure and service beside the men
Who proved their courage again and again
In the steaming jungles of a land so far
That neither a prayer or a wishing star
Could reach into that terrible place

Where death and danger were face to face.
Man seldom lives beyond the date
Marked on a calendar by the hand of Fate -
If Fate, the Master, awful and wild,

Has marked a man to be His child.

Fate marked this child from the start

To win our love, then break our heart.
When our butterfly with fey on his wing
Fell to earth on the fourth day of spring.

- JoAnn B. Wilkerson

( Written for Father's Day, | 968)




THOSE who may or may not have protested the Vietnam War |
iprobably have not changed their minds about the war - BUT -surely wish to §
jundo an injustice that denied the Congressional Medal of Honor to a young [
[Amencan soldier, David Lee Wilkerson of the 101st Airborne Division, who}
knowingly and willingly laid down his life so that his platoon members could §
Jescape from Hue in 1968. _His posthumous award was downgraded to a
BSitver Star solely because the 1968 protesters of the war accused the
imiilitary of giving too many medals.

Now, 35 years later, his old division stands poised to again be sent
into battle. Please undo the old injustice to one of their heroes - and it will
send the message that heroism will be rewarded in spite it

: Be sure and at Ieast read the Iast final p agraph of th
eitation: It will break your heart

) Department of the Army

Attached; Headquarters 101st Airborne Division
General Orders Nomber 1499 15 June, 1968

] [ES
e attached




Notes Regarding David Lee Wilkerson - Military Citation

1 The Wilkersons fived in UK President Lee Todd’s hometown, Earlington, Ky
until David was in the third grade.

o

. David’s father, my hushand’s older brother, was killed in a coal mining accident
during the time my husband, a World War 11 veteran, was in law school.

3. David’s mother, a gifted seamstress, took her children and bought a tiny house
in West Palm Beach, Florida 5o that she could earn enough in nearby ritzy
Palm Beach to support her family.

o

. David graduated from high school in West Palm Beach and entered college in

Florida but was distressed with those who were there only to avoid the
draft. He joined the army and was sent to 101st Airborne in Kentucky.

5. David was sent to Vietnam and was put into a search and distroy unit in
the jungle. His mother died and he was pulled out, sent home to attend her
funeral then sent back into the jungie.

6. In March, 1968 near Hue in the Tet offensive, his unit was trapped. He
stayed back with his machine gun and held off the enemty while his platoon
members escaped. He kept firing until he was killed. '

I have ALL his letters from Vietnani to me, and I have not bought Kool Aid in 35
years!! 1 sent him weekly packages of goodies that always contained the requested
packages of Kool Aid that made the water he purified in his helmet taste better,




No Man's Land (The Green Fields of France)

Words and music: Eric Bogle
Copyright: Larrikin Music, Sydney, Australia.
Reproduced here by kind permission of the author.

Well how do you do young Willie McBride,

Do you mind if I sit here down by your graveside,

and rest for a while 'neath the warm summer sun ?

Z've been walking all day, and I'm nearly done.

I see by your gravestone you were only nineteen

When you joined the great fallen in 1916.

I hope you died well, and I hope you died clean,

Or, young Willie McBride, was it slow and obscene ?
Did they beat the drum slowly, did they play the fife lowly ?
Did they sound the Dead March as they lowered you down 7
aAnd did the the band play The Last Post and chorus ?
Did the pipes play the Flowers of the Forest ?

nnd did you leave a wife or sweetheart behind,

In some faithful heart is your memory enshrined ?

Although you died back in 19516,

In that faithful heart are you forever nineteen 7

Or are you a stranger without even a name,

Enclosed and forever behind the glass frame

In an old photograph, torn and battered and stained,

and faded to yellow in an old leather frame ?
Did they beat the drum slowly, did they play the fife lowly ?
Did they sound the Dead March as they lowered you down ?
2nd did the the band play The Last Post and cherus ?
bid the pipes play the Flowers of the Forest ?

The sun now it shines on the green fields of France,

There's a warm summer breeze, it makes the red poppies dance.

And look now the sun shines from under the clouds,

There's no gas, ho barbed-wire, there's no guns firing now.

But here in this graveyard it's stil}l ne-man's-land,

The countless white erosses stand mute in the sand,

To man's blind indifference to his fellow man,

To a whole generation that were butchered and damned.
Did they beat the drum slowly, did they play the fife lowly ?
Did they sound the Dead March as they lowered you down ?
And did the the band play The Last Post and chorus ?
Did the pipes play the Flowers of the Forest ?

Now young Willie McBride, I can't help but wonder why.
Do all those who lie here, know why they died ?

And did they believe when they answered the cause,

Did they really believe that this war would end wars ?
Well the sorrows, the suffering, the glory, the pain,
The killing and dying, was all done in wvain.

For Willie McBride, it all happened again,

Did they beat the drum slowly, did they play the fife lowly ?
Did they sound the Dead March as they lowered you down 7
And did the the band play The Last Post and chorus ?

Did the pipes play the Flowers of the Forest 7



These laid the world away, poured out the red
Sweet wine of youth, gave up the years to be
Of work and joy, and that unhoped serene,

That men call age, and those who would have been,
Their sons, they gave, their immortality.

Rupert Brooke (1914)

Grivately Lrinted for the Family By

Conley and JoAnn Wilkerson
Sugar Bush Farm
3065 Mitchellsburg Road
Danville, Kentucky 40422




